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MENTAL HEALTH — BED CLOSURES 

1010. Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to page 19 of the “Council of Official Visitors: Annual Report 2011-12”, which states that — 

Five beds on the Perth ward remained closed to patients for 22 days and 4 beds remained closed for a 
further 42 days — about 9 weeks. 

Could the minister advise the house in which hospital were five beds closed for 22 days, and four beds closed for 
a further 42 days, or nine weeks, to mental health patients in this state?  

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
Obviously, without any pre-warning of the question, I have to look through the annual report of the Council of 
Official Visitors. 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: It’s on page 19. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes, the member said that and I appreciate that. 

Unless it is written there, I will not be able to tell the member. I assume that if it was written there, the member 
would have mentioned it. Again, I have to do this from memory. The situation that I am aware of—I cannot 
confirm that until I go back and confirm it obviously, and I would have been able to do that if the member had 
given me just a little notice of it—involved a particular patient in Bunbury who was an incredibly difficult and 
aggressive patient for people to manage. To enable that to happen in a secure unit at Bunbury, the rest of the unit 
had to be cleared. That was being managed for a period of time; I do not recall the exact length of time. If it is 
the same patient, the patient was subsequently transferred to a facility on the Graylands site. Again, some beds 
had to be closed to provide safety and security to the other patients in that area and to the staff to manage this 
very difficult patient. If it is the same patient I am referring to, that patient has now moved to another ward. The 
patient’s condition has been stabilised, but is still not stabilised sufficiently to be discharged from the ward. The 
patient is still an involuntary patient, but is able to participate in that ward with all the other beds open and 
people operating normally around that person. I hope it is the same person I am referring to. 
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